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INTRODUOTION 11
4

}kara. He composed his commentary on Sindtraprakara in
Sarh. 1503. Sumativijaya is the yongest of the five comme~
ntators mentioned above. He was a pupil of Vinayameru
and a ms. of his commentary on Raghuvainga at the Bhap-
darkar Institute (No. 46 of 1873-74) is dated Sarh. 1609
Pandit Acharya has added at the end indexes of the stanzas
in the poem, of the names of authors and works quoted in
the commentary of Mallinitha, I have no doubt that
the edition will be found both useful and attractive and
the readers will feel indebted to the Pandtt for the same.

Shastrd Hall, Bombay 7. ‘i

6th Oclober, 1948. H, D. Velankar.
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PREFACE

Kalidasa's Raghuvamsa needs no introduction, This
is an humble effort to'present an authentic text of the
same with the Safijivini Commentary of Mallinatha and
extracts from five others.

Mallinatha's commentary js nmot fully exhaustive
and therefore I have supplimented it by short extracts
from five other commentaries. In my opinion, it is o
valuable addition and as such the present edifion has
become very useful even to an ordinary reader.

I earnestly thank Prof. H. D. Velankar, M. A, for
bis valuable Introduction. He has really obliged me
and the readers by his labour of love, despite of
his delicate health and heavy previous engagements,
I fequally thank Prof. D. D. Kosambi, M. A, for
getting me a number of valuable Mse. and lovingly
encouraging me throughout. My thanks are also due
to Bhandarkar Oriental Institute, Poona, for the Mas,
and Sjt. D. N. Marshall, M. A., Dip. Lib,, the ever-obliging
Librarian of the Bombay University, for lending me all
sorts of books for reference,

BoMBAY

N. R.
I5th October 1948 R. Acharya

Published by Satyabhamabei Pandurang -
3 . nd
" Prirted by Ramachaudra Yesu Shedga
For thé Niraaya Sagsr Press, 26 2, Eolbhat Strect,
Bombay. 2.



INTRODUCTION

The prrmary object of @ Sansknt Kavya 1s the highest
unadulterated delight which the poet as well as the hearer
of a Kavya may enjoy through the mse of sentiments.
Moral adwice 1s no doubt generally conveyed through
a Kavya, but 1 such a manner that the hearer 1s hardly
conscious of it. The words and therr meamngs, both actual
and suggested, employed by the poet are therefore expected
to have the power to rouse, sustamn and develop one or
more of the moods of the human nmund, which become
transformed mto pleasurable sentiments, when properly
assisted by the efforts of a poet. The poets words must
have the capacity to stir the imagination of the hearer
so as to raise him from his present surroundings and place
him m the midst of quite a different set of circumstances,
which are either totally unreal or belong to the past, but
which are nevertheless comured up mto a temporary
reality by the words of the poet. In the world of 1magina-
tion, even things which are ordinanly unpleasant assume
a pleasant form, this 15 why we like to 1magine the
saddest and most dreadful things so long as they do not
touch us or affect us physically. The poet knows this
tendency of the human mind and tnes to establish s
mfluence on it by affording full scope to its power of
imagination and feehngs of all kinds inclyding those of
sadness,

2, The essential difference between the narration of
a story and a poem s that while the former has an eye
e euRry e detwh of %, tne Wlver ke wonky



9 RAGHUVAMSA

from the point of view of its ability to rouse the imagination
and feelings of a man in a pleasurable manner. To the
poet, thoze events or parts of a story, which do not shake
the imagination are unimportant, while those others which
tickle or rouse it are all-important even though they
do not form an essential part of the story itself. A skilful
poet therefore must distinguish between the poetical and
the dry portions of his narrative, and dwell at full length
on the former, while the latter are summarily dismissed in
a fow words. It is for this reason that we get dispropor-
tionately long descriptions of the lovely phenomena of
nature or of unusually ‘attractive actions of human beings
in the Kavyas. In the Raghuvaméa itsel, we may note
how the whole life of king Dilipa from his bitth to his
arival at Vasistha’s Agrama is described with a few
touches here and there in the 1st canto, while practically
the whole of the 2nd canto, is devoted to a single incident
in his long stay at the A¢rama, namely, the test of the
king by the divine cow Nandinl, The situation is described
with such elaborateness and appropriate word-picture that
“a reader’s mind loves to linger for long at it and seems
to forget everything else about the king. A similar treat.
ment is accorded to most of the important Kings of the
Raghava dynasty by Kalidasa. Thus Raghu's encounter
with Indra and his extravagent gift to Varatanty's pupil
Kautsa, Aja's mariage with Indumati and his Jastine
grief for her at her untimcly death, Dagaratha's hunt.in:
ition, Rama’s journey to Mithil, his killing of the
o v b L
e n2 i his om YPE
Larka and lastly his abandonment of ;15:? ka Vimina from
by the poet 2t greater length than i are fxll dss:nbed
« lives of these kings, o er ~mcu'.icnl.s in the

3
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3 But in addition to the capacity for a proper
selection of events or portions of the story the poet must
also possess sweetness of expression, naturalness in the
mode of conveymng its meanmng and a diction which
compels the attention of the hearer The cumulative
effect of all these features of a Kavya 15 that even when
an ordiary event 15 descnibed by a true poet, it becomes
absarbingly interesting owing to the peeuliar way 1 which
he handles his theme. It rouses the umgmation and
feelings of the hearer, transforming the whole atmosphere
around lum 1nto a world of enchantment as if by a mage
wand

4 1In the case of a Khandakavya like the Meghadata
however, the technique of the poet 15 somewhat different
Herc we have practically no story nor plot, The poct
chooses 1 single maident from the Life of an indiidual and
deals with 1t with the help of pure imagination  But the
mode of appeal s the same Only, here there are no
minor events 1s i the Mahakdvya where the events
forming the plot are divided mto poetical and dry ones,
the former being chosen for a lavish descrsption and embel.
hishment and the latter set aside for a symple but charmmng
narration

5 Both the Mihikavya and the Rhandalsvyn
belong to the class of the Sravya havya They mahe
their appeal to the hexrers heart through his ears algne
which are assisted by a frutful imagination. A hearer of
a Sravyhdyja must possess both a normal heart wth
passions and feelings as well 28 a powerful imagmation
which can earry hum into the world of poetry on sty high
soanrg wings  The situations desenbed by the poet muysy
be raied m vind metures by the hearers magination, op

else, the transformation of the real into the Imagnary angd
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the transference from the present to the past would not be
complete. In the case of a Dréyakavya, otherwise known
as a Nataka, on the other hand, the imagination of the
spectator is not taxed to a very great extent. The dress
the facial expressions, and gesticulations of the actor as also,
the stage with its detailed secenery representing as faith-
fully as possible the place, the time and the circumstances of
the action described, both very powerfully help the specta-
tor's imagination in the transference and transformation
mentioned above, His eye and the ear are enabled to see
and hear an exact replica of what is required to be imagi-
ned. But if the poet thus gains the help of the actor, his
own freedom is largely curtailed in a drama, For, in
dividing his story into important and minor events, he has
to take into account the actor’s requirements and limita.
tions. Thus in a Dis'yakavyz or Nataka important events
in the story are taken up for delineation in the main Acts,
while minor events which connect or supplement them are
telegated to the interludes, The important events in a
Nataka, however, are those which can be acted eﬂ‘ectivel}:
and not those that can be poetically desoribed as in 7
S'ravyakivya.

6. In both these varicties of a Kavya, the appeal is
made as a rule, to the heart and imagination, of the hearer
or the spectator, but rarely to his intellect. So that the
words and expressions employed in them must be usyal
and easily comprehensible though witty and charming in
other ways. The intellect must not be taxed beyond its
ordinary capacity and the pleasure that is derived fro m
the words and expressions, whether in a metrical form or jn
the form of a dialogue, must be mainly from the playful
exerdcise of ffmc)‘ and the consequent upsurge of feclings and
sentiments in the hearer's or spectator’s beart, This is
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exactly what we find in the Sravya (both Mahi and
Khanda) and the Dréya Kavyas of our greatest poet
Kahdzast, The techmeal defimtions of these varieties given
in the later works on the Silityasastra are primanly based
on the works of Kalidasa, These later works try tomechamze
the mould which Kahdasa first produced and through
which he won the hearts of Lings and paupers alike. But
Kalidasa's populanty owed its ongin to the poetical gemus
with wlich this mould was infused and not to the mould
atself.  The later poets who closely imitate this mould but
have not the gmft of Nature, cannot stand even a distant
compansion with Kalidasa as will be seen below, 1 respect
of the effective charm of a poetic composition,

7. Both the Mahakavyas of Kal:dasa, namely, Raghu-
vim$a and Kumirasambhava display a simpheity of style
and diction which are however, devoid of the vulgar or the
commonplace, and have recened just a thin coat of the
bright polish of erudition and culture. The Meghaditas a
Inghty mmaginative Iynic based on an imagnary situation
from the lfe of an ardent lover. Tancy after fancy 13
heaped one upon another here, lustily tahng the hearer
from scene to scene and place to place. The hearer’s mind
15 agreeably benumbed by the poem and loves to linger on
the transparent words wedded to charming 1deas and
images. Among Ins three dramas on the other hand, only
one mamely the S%huntall stands supreme among its
compeers 1n the field of Sanshuit iterature and may easily
ok among the first fis ¢ sclected from the hteratures of the
world, In the field of Sansknt dramas, thers 1s no other
poet who so throughly under<tands the needs, the strong and
weak points of his collborator, the Actor It does not
contamn any undue parde of the knowledge of the S Astras,
nor any desire to diplay 2 command of the Sanshnt
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or the spectator’s needs and is a little showy, though his
self.consciousness is mostly well deserved. Hs is an
idealist #nd an emotional ove at that. As a poet of
inanimate natare and human mind with all its intricate
working however, Bhavabhtti stands unswpassed even
by Kalidasa. But there is a great difference in the manner
in which the two poets handle their themes. Kalidisa
only gently moves the heart of his heaser, while Bhava-
phati, violently shakes it to its very foundations by the
repeated strokes of his powerful pen. He is more careful
than Kalidasa in the selection of appropriate words and
sounds as well as metres. He is a perfect artist in this
respect as Kalidasa is in the dramatic technique. Bhava«
bhiti besides, has a distinct mission to perform; so that
the philesopher and the moralist in him is equally well,in
evidence with the poet and the artist, in his poetry. His
eat message to humanity is ‘loving sell-effacement” in all
walks of life. He makes out the thesis that the joy which
e derive by making those around us happy is incompa-
rably greater than the joy of complete satisfaction of cur
selfish desires, Bhavabhtti expends much of his skill in
the delincation of his herces, while his heroines are
comparatively untouched. It is very likely that he belig-
ved that the lessons of toving self-effacement were needed
_mmore by the stronger than by the weaker sex. The loving
selfieffacement is indeed the hall-mark of all the important
characters in Bhavabhtti’s dramas, According to Bhava-
phad, selfless love is one of the greatest gifts of God
to humanity. ItS_existence is patent to every one in
mothers and sometimes even in friends and loyal servants,
Tt is the secret of an allround happiness in the world
and Bhambhat_i is an.(_x'ou‘s that it should be cultivated ,'n’
\_Wa.ll human relations beginning with that of a married couple.



10 RAGHUVAMSA

12. Raghuvaméa is sometimes supposed to have
originally, contained more than rg cantos on the strength
of a tradition, which however, is not borne out by any
evidence whatsoever at least for the present. No commen-
tator is aware of more cantes than 19 and no manuscript
contains them. The present edition of the Raghuvarmsa.
is very carefully prepared by Pandit N. R. Acharya,
Kavyatirtha, the Head S'stri at the Nirnaya Sagar Press.
At one time the Sanskrit publications of this Press were
highly valued for their correct and elegant printing. But
unfortunately this reputation has considerably suffered
during the last 23 years, It is however, encouraging to
notice that under the able guidance of Pandit Acharya the
Press miy be reinstated in its former glorious position,
In the present edition Pandit Acharya has not only
secured correct printing of the text and the commentary
of Mallinitha, but has also greately added to the utillity of
the book by noting down different readings here and there
{ unfortunately in a haphazard manner) and by giving short
extracts from the commentaries of Vallabhadeva, Bhatta
Henradri, Dinakara Mista, Coritravardhana and Sumati.”
vijaya, the last two being Jain authors. Vallabhadeva is the
oldest among these and is quoted by Hemadri, Hemads
himself was a minister of King Mahadeva and King Rama-
candra of the Yadava dynasty of Devagiri and lived in the
Tatter half of the 13th century A.D. Dinakara Migra, son of

PDharmatigada, wrote his brief but critical commentary in
Sam. 144t (A D. 1585) and Cartitravardhana, pupil of
Kalytparsja of the Kharatara Gaccha, amplified this
commentary of Dinakara so skiffully that at one time it was
thought that Dinakara had merely abridged Caritravardha=
na's commentary.  But this is chronologically impossibls
™ since Caritravardhana lived about 50 years later than Dina-
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“No composition of Kalidasa displays more
the richness of his poetical genius, the exuberance
of his imagination, the warmth and play of his
fancy, his profound knowledge of the human
heart, his delicate appreciation of its most
refined and tender emotions, his familiarity with
the workings and counter-workings of its confli-
cting fecling—in short, more entitle him to rank
as the Shakspere of Indla?’

~M, Williams
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